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A  New  set  of  Tables  for  finding  the  Declination,  adapted 
to  the  present  ecliptical  obliquity  of  23°  28',  has  been  long 
a  desideratum  in  astrology  ;  those  generally  used  being 
calculated  for  years  back,  when  the  ecliptical  angle  was 
23° 32',  making  a  difference  in  the  solstitial  points  of  about  7'. 
This,  of  course,  must  render  every  calculation  depending 
on  the  declination  manifestly  wrong,  and  all  directions  to 
zodiacal  parallels  quite  uncertain.  In  the  Right  Ascensions 
the  difference  is  unimportant,  but  it  materially  alters  the 
Oblique  Ascensions,  from  the  change  in  the  ascensional 
difference,  which  is  founded  upon  the  declination. 

I  have  therefore  given  complete  Tables  of  Ascensional 
Difference  for  the  latitude  of  London,  suited  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  ecliptical  angle,  in  preference  to  tables  of  oblique  as¬ 
cension,  as  they  will  answer  two  purposes,  in  finding  both 
the  oblique  ascensions  and  the  semi  arcs. 

I  have  also  given  a  New  Table  of  Houses  for  the  latitude 
of  London,  corrected  in  a  similar  way,  whereby  the  east 
and  west  angles  will  be  found  more  correctly  than  in  any 
of  the  former  ones  ;  for,  although  those  angles  may  alw  ay  s 
be  found  by  oblique  ascension  or  descension,  yet  this  opera¬ 
tion  is  seldom  resorted  to  in  cases  of  Horary  Questions, 
although  nothing  is  more  essential  than  the  correctness  of 
the  angles.  It  is,  probably,  superfluous  to  mention,  that 
a  full  explanation  of  the  nature  of  these  Tables  and  the 
method  of  using  them  is  contained  in  the  Dictionary  of 
Astrology. 

It  is  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  have  to  an¬ 
nounce  to  my  readers  the  Triumph  of  Truth  over  prejudice ; 
exemplified  in  the  victory  gained  by  Astrology  over  her 
feeble  adversaries,  in  the  person  of  their  redoubted  cham¬ 
pion,  the  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine  : — a  victory 
which  gives  additional  demonstration  of  the  force  of  the 
axiom,  Magna  est  Veritas  et  prcevalibit 9  and  of  which  I  can 
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the  more  freely  boast,  as  it  was  not  achieved  by  me,  but 
by  the  united  powers  of  truth  and  demonstration. 

In  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  December,  1819,  the  follow¬ 
ing  paragraph  was  inserted  : 

66  A  Dictionary  of  Astrology  has  been  published  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  who,  believing  in  the  possibility  of  predicting  the 
events  of  men’s  lives,  seeks  to  raise  this  exploded  art  once 
more  among  the  liberal  sciences.  On  his  own  principles, 
this  is  a  respectable  work;  that  is,  it  is  well  written,  and 
exhibits  a  body  of  what  among  adepts  are  considered  as 
sound  doctrines.  We  must,  however,  again  enter  our 
protest  against  this  art,  which  misleads  merely  because  it 
has  been  associated  with  the  sublime  objects  in  the  heavens  ; 
whereas,  any  other  set  of  signs,  as  marbles  knocked  against 
a  wall,  or  cards  dealt  in  a  particular  manner,  which  have 
had  predetermined  qualities  assigned  to  them,  would  answer 
the  very  same  purposes  ;  as  the  planets  and  the  signs,  what¬ 
ever  they  be,  merely  determine  the  prognosticator  ;  and 
there  being  a  certain  chance  that  every  possible  event  may 
happen,  some  necessarily  happen  as  foretold,  and  in  this 
coincidence  consists  the  delusion  of  all  these  arts.  If,  for 
example,  a  prognosticator  who  is  governed  by  the  positions 
and  assigned  qualities  of  any  indicators,  as  marbles,  cards, 
or  planets,  should  refer  any  variations  of  those  indicators 
to  the  case  of  a  young  woman  of  twenty,  who  desires  to 
know  whether  she  will  be  married  within  the  year,  we 
know  that  it  is  as  1  to  10  that  she  may  be  married,  and  as 
10  to  1  that  she  may  not;  consequently,  if  the  indications 
are  in  the  affirmative,  it  is  as  1  to  10  that  the  prognostica¬ 
tor  is  right,  or  that  he  will  be  right  once  in  ten  times  :  but 
if  the  indications  are  negative,  then  in  nine  cases  out  ot 
ten  will  the  prognosticator  be  right.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
evident,  that  there  is  no  connexion  whatever  between  the 
indicators  and  the  event  as  cause  and  effect,  but  the  indica¬ 
tors  serve  merely  to  guide  and  deceive  the  prognosticator, 
whose  prediction  is  true  or  false  according  to  the  independ¬ 
ant  arithmetical  chance  that  the  event  enquired  about  may 
or  may  not  happen.”  Monthly  Mag.  for  December,  1819» 

To  which  I  returned  the  follow  ing  reply,  adding  in  the 
inside  of  the  envelope  :—u  I  trust  to  your  candour  for  the 
insertion  of  this  in  your  Magazine,  and  feel  I  shall  not  be 
disappointed.” — 
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PREFACE, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine, 

-  Sir,  7th  Dec.  1819, 

The  handsome  manner  in  which  you  have  noticed  my 
Dictionary  of  Astrology  in  your  Magazine  for  December, 
as  “  a  work  well  written,”  merits  acknowledgment, — it  is 
all  I  could  wish  or  expect.  You  have  a  right  to  object  to 
the  science  itself,  if  it  does  not  coincide  with  your  ideas  of 
truth  ;  and  had  I  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  assertion  for 
proof,  I  might  have  profited  by  your  observations.  As  it 
is,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  my  candour  when  I  state,  that 
in  my  opinion  you  are  essentially  unacquainted  with  the 
principles  of  the  science  you  condemn,  particularly  as  you 
seem  to  confound  the  Genethliacal  and  Horary  departments 
together,  than  which  no  two  sciences  can  be  more  distinct 
in  nature  and  principle. 

Genethliacal  Astrology  is  founded  upon  this  incontro¬ 
vertible  truth,  that  every  animal  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
Mass  or  Globe,  to  which  it  belongs  and  adheres  ;  conse¬ 
quently  it  is  subject  to  the  laws  by  which  such  Mass  is 
governed,  and  as  the  luminaries  have  a  manifest  effect  upon 
our  Globe,  varying  according  to  their  respective  positions, 
every  component  part  of  the  Globe  must  be  equally  subject 
to  their  operations,  which  differ  in  different  substances,  as 
such  substances  are  modified  or  organized.  But  although 
the  effects  of  the  luminaries  are  the  only  ones  evident  to 
our  senses,  it  would  be  very  unreasonable  to  suppose  them 
to  be  the  only  bodies  to  whose  influences  we  are  subject.  As! 
a  mountain  changes  the  direction  of  the  plumb-line,  so  every 
planet,  however  remote  or  minute,  operates  upon  every 
material  substance  in  proportion  to  its  magnitude  or 
proximity. 

Bodies  seem  more  susceptible  of  planetary  influence  from 
their  fluidity;  hence  the  water  is  more  powerfully  affected 
than  the  land,  and  doubtless  an  embryo  is  more  susceptible 
of  planetary  impression  than  the  feetus  when  it  is  completely 
formed  and  becomes  more  solid;  nevertheless,  the  moment 
of  birth  must  be  an  important  period,  for  then  the  animal  is 
disengaged  from  the  maternal  medium  through  which  it 
had  hitherto  received  every  impression  and  plunged  into 
an  atmosphere,  whose  qualities  are  different  because  un¬ 
mixed  and  unmodified  by  any  intermediate  substance,  and 
it  is  absorbed  and  inhaled  by  the  animal,  and  is 
of  new  impressions  and  effects  according  to  the 
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qualities  it  contains.  Should  this  event  take  place  at  the 
change  or  full  of  the  Moon,  when  the  luminaries  act  in 
concert  upon  the  water,  they  must  operate  upon  the  fluids 
of  such  animal  in  an  equal  ratio,  and  contract  or  distend 
the  vessels  which  contain  them.  If  the  Moon  be  in  her 
dichotomes,  her  power  will  differ  as  much  in  the  animal  as 
in  the  Globe  of  which  it  is  a  part ;  if  at  the  fourth  day  be¬ 
fore  the  change  (a  period  at  which  she  most  powerfully 
affects  the  atmosphere),  or  at  the  third  day  after,  or  at  the 
first  quadrate  lunation,  or  if  the  Sun  be  angular,  or  in  any 
other  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  no  matter  from  what 
cause  produced,  the  animal  must  evidently  receive  corres¬ 
ponding  impressions,  according  to  the  nature,  and  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  fluid  by  which  it  is  surrounded  and  impreg¬ 
nated.  Hence  arise  the  infinity  of  forms,  intellects,  and 
propensities  in  all  animals,  whether  rational  or  irrational, 
varying  with  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were 
produced,  and  again  varying  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
substances  of  which  they  are  composed,  which  were  in  their 
time  the  result  of  other  mixtures  arising  from  other  celestial 
positions.  Hence  the  offspring  of  different  parents,  although 
born  at  the  same  instant  of  time,  differ  essentially  from 
each  other  because  they  are  formed  from  different  substances, 
and  have  had  impressions  communicated  to  them  through 
different  mediums  ;  hence  children  of  the  same  parents 
differ  when  born  at  different  periods,  because  although 
their  substances  are  the  same,  there  is  no  resemblance  in 
their  Horoscopes  ;  and  hence  twins  resemble  each  other 
because  they  have  the  same  origin,  and  the  same  ambient. 

What  resemblance  these  doctrines  can  have  to  cards  dealt 
out,  or  marbles  knocked  against  a  wall,  I  shall  leave  others 
to  decide  ;  but  I  conceive  you  must  by  them  allude  to  the 
horary  department  of  the  science,  where  the  planets  are 
not  considered  as  causes  but  as  symbols  for  the  purpose  of 
divination.  No  two  sciences  on  earth  can  differ  more  in 
essence  and  principle  than  Horary  and  Genethliacal  As¬ 
trology,  the  latter  being  founded  on  the  known  and  obvious 
laws  of  nature,  whereas  the  former  is  merely  a  doctrine  of 
sympathies,  equally  true  with  the  latter,  but,  owing  to 
prejudice  and  want  of  observation,  not  so  clearly  per¬ 
ceptible.  Here  I  do  not  deny,  that  any  system  founded 
on  sympathy,  provided  its  variations  are  sufficiently  numer¬ 
ous,  and  its  principles  are  well  understood,  may  be  fully 
depended  upon,  whether  it  be  founded  on  marbles,  cards, 
or  any  thing  else.  It  is  not,  however,  quite  so  probable 
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that  any  young  woman  of  twenty  would  seriously  ask  so  silly 
a  question  as  “  whether  she  would  be  married  that  year 
except  she  had  reason  from  the  coincidence  of  other  circum¬ 
stances  to  expect  that  such  an  event  was  likely  to  happen  ; 
nor  would  any  artist  but  an  impostor  attempt  to  answer  it 
until  he  knew  she  had  weightier  reasons  than  mere  unmean¬ 
ing  ignorance  or  idleness.  And  if  her  reasons  were  good,  it 
would  not  be  as  1  to  10,  nor  probably  as  1  to  2,  that  the 
event  might  happen,  and  I  am  certain,  that  if  the  artist 
was  skilful  and  the  figure  sufficiently  radical  to  warrant  him 
in  giving  a  positive  answer,  that  it  would  be  as  10  tol  that 
he  would  be  right. 

To  say  that  u  it  is  evident  that  there  is  no  connexion 
whatever  between  the  indicator  and  the  event”  is  merely 
begging  the  question,  nor  have  I  yet  learnt  from  even  your 
own  admission,  that  you  have  practised  the  Horary  part  of 
the  science  to  that  extent  sufficient  to  qualify  you  to  judge 
or  decide  in  this  matter,  and  w  none  should  condemn  who 
do  not  understand.” 

Of  the  truth  of  this  species  of  divination  I  have  given, 
I  think,  convincing  proof  in  the  few  examples  laid  down, 
provided  my  word  may  be  taken .  Though  few,  they  were 
all  I  possessed,  except  one  or  two  whose  events  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and,  I  assure  you,  I  did  not  select  them  for  the 
occasion.  In  the  Genethliacal  part  I  have  given  sufficient 
proof  of  its  verity  in  the  Nativity,  Marriage  and  Death  of 
Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales 
and  Saxe  Cobourg ;  three  comparatively  recent  events  of 
so  public  a  nature  that  all  have  an  opportunity  of  ascer¬ 
taining  their  truth.  This  is  worth  a  thousand  obscure 
Nativities,  of  which  any  thing  can  be  made  or  said.  Here 
can  be  no  mistake  nor  delusion,  but  what  may  be  instantly 
detected.  These  are  not  assertions,  but  proofs.  This  is  not 
begging  the  Question  but  taking  it.  I  have  altered  no  rule, 
changed  no  system, — I  took  the  science  as  I  found  it,  and 
the  result  has  been  such  as  to  establish  its  truth  by  proofs 
not  in  the  power  of  any  of  the  present  generation  to  invali¬ 
date,  and  as  to  the  next, — Reason  is  advancing  with  rapid 
strides,  and  they  will  be  wiser. 

I  remain  your  obt.  humble  servt. 

J.  Wilson. 


The  reply  I  received  was  as  follows  : 
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Till 

a  Sir, 

a  If  you  gain  any  point  by  tlie  admission,  I  will  state  in 
the  next  Number  of  the  M.  Mag.  that  my  arguments  are 
directed  against  every  principle  of  prognostication,  and 
apply  equally  to  Horary  Questions  and  Genethliacal  As¬ 
trology.  There  are  certain  chances  that  every  possible 
event  may  happen,  and  those  independant  chances  often 
coincide  with  the  prognostication.  But  the  paragraph  in 
the  Magazine  best  explains  my  theory.  Any  answer  to  this 
theory  I  will  admit ,  but  I  cannot  give  place,  at  this  time  of 
day,  to  a  formal  defence  of  principles,  all  of  which  are  as¬ 
sumed  and  remain  to  be  proved  ;  while,  as  cause  and  effect, 
no  influences  affecting  an  embryo  can  at  the  same  instant 
determine  future  events  by  the  measures  adopted  by  As¬ 
trologers. 

cc  I  am,  Sir,  your  obdt.  servt. 

66  11.  Philips.” 

Bridge  Street,  Dec.  *Jth,  1819.” 

I  must  here  confess,  that  when  I  pretended  to  iC  feel  I 
should  not  be  disappointed,”  I  did  not  speak  ingenuously  * 
for  I  felt  quite  the  reverse.  Although  I  really  have  a  re¬ 
spect  for  the  learned  Editor,  I  did  not  conceive  him  to  be 
more  than  man,  and  yet  he  must  have  been  such  to  have 
recorded  his  own  disgrace  in  his  own  Magazine.  But  it 
was  not  my  business  by  unnecessary  irritation  to  furnish 
him  with  any  excuse  but  the  true  one  for  not  inserting  the 
article.  The  grand  secret  of  the  whole  is  as  follows  :  The 
learned  Editor  had  in  an  evil  hour  commenced  a  war  of 
opinions  with  an  author  who  had  been  dead  about  a  century 
before,  and  as  we  all  know  that  u  dead  men  tell  no  tales,” 
we  may  reasonably  conclude  they  as  seldom  write  paragraphs 
in  their  own  defence,  of  course  both  the  plea  and  rejoinder 
lay  in  the  same  person,  who  having  no  adversary  but  him¬ 
self  to  encounter,  no  proofs  but  his  ow  n  to  invalidate,  no 
arguments  but  his  own  to  oppose,  contrived  to  carry  on  the 
war  very  adroitly  w  ithout  fear  of  an  attack  or  defeat,  and 
consequently  without  being  at  the  trouble  of  providing  the 
means  of  defence  to  repel  either.  In  all  other  cases,  where 
there  are  living  authors  to  contend  with,  an  antagonist 
must  know  something  of  the  point  in  dispute  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  science  he  attempts  to  condemn.  In  astronomy, 
for  instance,  he  would  make  himself  well  acquainted  with 
the  doctrine  of  parallax  before  he  ventured  to  deny  the 
present  estimate  of  planetary  distances  •  or  w  ere  he  inclined 
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to  establish  any  other  system  in  place  of  the  Copernican, 
he  would  feel  the  necessity  of  studying’  the  principles  of  the 
latter  before  he  attempted  to  confute  them.  But  in  argu¬ 
ments  against  Astrology,  these  little  formalities  are  usually 
dispensed  with :  the  science  is  considered  as  an  expiring 
lion,  whom  any  ass  may  kick  with  impunity.  No  one 
attacks  its  principles,  for  they  do  not  understand  them. 
Astrology  is  false — because  it  cannot  be  true,  because  every 
body  disbelieves  it,  because  it  is  seldom  heard  of.  No  one 
studies  it  now — none  but  fools  would  give  it  a  thought.  No 
person  of  sense  thinks  it  worth  his  attention,  and,  in  short, 
because  of  a  thousand  more  reasons  containing  no  reason 
at  all, — where  the  place  of  argument  is  filled  by  an  ipse 
dixit ,  and  that  of  proof  by  mere  assertion.  Declarations 
of  this  kind  certainly  do  not  impress  us  with  a  notion  that 
those  who  make  them  are  persons  o  f  sense,  and  it  is  a  very 
natural  question  to  ask  them  whether  they  themselves  know 
any  thing  of  the  science  ?  The  answer  will  mostly  be  a 
decided  negative,  for  which  they  will  assign  this  reason, 
that  they  could  see  nothing  in  it  worth  studying  (which  in¬ 
deed  would  be  the  case  when  they  sought  for  nothing.) 
Just  at  this  critical  moment  up  starts  the  Editor  of  the 
Monthly  Magazine,  affirming  he  knows  that  “  a  Q  of  <f§ 
and  3  ?  or  a  Z5\  °f  L  and  1/.  is  a  Square  aspect  of  Mars  and 
Mercury,  or  a  Trine  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter”!!!  mirdbile 
dictu.  Aye,  he  continues,  and  1  know  too  that  u  when 
they  happen  they  must  operate  on  the  whole  Earth  and  its 
Inhabitants  alike.”  I  really  do  not  know  where  the 
cruV  A Qyvav  could  be  introduced  with  better  effect  than  just 
here ;  but  the  most  charitable  w  ay  would  be  to  put  into  his 
hand  the  works  of  some  author  on  genitures,  and  to  stay 
by  him  until  he  could  comprehend  the  meaning*  of  Radical 
Positions,  Directions,  Ingresses,  Transits  and  Lunations, — 
we  should  soon  have  a  new  edition  of  the  “  Walk  to  Kew.” 

I  must  here  leave  to  the  reader’s  imagination  the  task  of 
presenting  him  with  a  correct  idea  of  an  author  in  this  un¬ 
provided  state, — destitute  of  all  means  of  defence,  yet 
exulting  over  the  ashes  of  an  author  in  fancied  security  be¬ 
cause  he  is  dead  and  incapable  of  returning  the  compliment. 
I  say  I  must  leave  the  reader  to  conceive  the  surprise  and 
dismay  of  this  unarmed  Hector,  should  the  other,  or  some 
one  for  him,  suddenly  and  of  course  unexpectedly  start  up 
arrayed  in  all  the  armour  of  ratiocination  and  of  proof  and 
defy  him  to  the  combat.  Natural  abilities  w  ould  be  out  of 
the  question,  and  even  knowledge  in  a  great  degree,  for  if  he 
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knew  ever  so  little  of  the  science,  he  must  of  course  possess 
an  advantage  over  one  who  knows  nothing, — who  instead 
of  learning  the  science  before  he  censured  it,  had  employed 
his  time  in  censuring  before  he  had  learned  it :  he  could 
only  retire  to  one  post  of  security,  namely,  his  Magazine. 
There  no  Knight  can  enter  the  lists  without  his  permission, 
and  there  have  I  been  denied  the  privilege  of  self-defence, 
the  motive  for  which  denial  the  reader  will  by  this  time 
very  clearly  perceive.  In  what  way  the  learned  Editor 
supposed  I  or  any  one  could  “answer  his  Theory”  without 
a  “  defence,”  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  ;  for  with  me  an 
“  answer”  and  a  “  defence”  are  synonimous  terms  :  at  all 
events,  an  “  answer”  that  is  not  a  defence  is  not  worth  a 
penny,  and  I  am  certain  that  a  “  defence”  is  at  all  times  a 
complete  answer.  But  the  insertion  of  the  word  “  formal” 
before  defence  is  an  acute  little  specimen  of  ingenuity. 
To  say  that  he  could  not  give  place  to  a  “  defence  of 
principles”  which  he  had  attacked  without  comprehending, 
carried  with  it  rather  an  air  of  illiberality,  and  therefore  the 
wrord  “formal”  was  pre-inserted  to  impress  the  reader  with 
an  idea  that  the  “  defence”  was  not  quite  what  is  generally 
implied  by  that  word,  but  that  it  had  some  additional 
feature  or  character  belonging  to  it  which  rendered  it  in¬ 
admissible.  The  word  was  not  the  most  happy  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  my  productions,  the  very  nature  of  which  proves 
that  I  despise  formality  of  every  description.  The  rejection 
however  of  this  “  formal  defence”  was  the  strongest  proof 
of  its  being  a  more  complete  “answer  to  the  Theory”  than 
he  either  expected  or  desired,  and  as  to  his  ridiculous 
affectation  of  calling  for  “  proof”  when  overwhelmed  with 
“  proof,”  it  is  like  a  drowning  man  calling  for  water. 
What  does  the  learned  Editor  think  of  Mr.  Speer,  an  old 
inhabitant  of  Hammersmith,  who  was  born  the  same  hour, 
married  on  the  same  day,  and  died  the  same  hour  with  our 
late  Sovereign.  What  “  Proof”  does  he  want, — what 
greater  “  Proof”  can  there  be  than  this  of  the  certainty  of 
celestial  influx  ?  How  will  he  in  the  face  of  such  circum¬ 
stances  as  these  support  his  question-begging  assertion, 
that  “  no  Influences  affecting  an  embryo  can  at  the  same 
time  determine  future  events  by  the  measures  adopted  by 
Astrologers.”  It  is  easy  to  say,  that  any  set  of  “  principles 
are  all  assumed.”  I  could  say  that  the  Principles  of  the 
Copernican  System, — of  any  science,  are  all  assumed  ;”  but 
I  should  find  as  much  difficulty  in  proving  them  to  be  so, 
as  the  learned  Editor  will  find,  should  he  ever  attempt  to 
disprove  the  truth  of  Astrology — hie  labor ,  hoc  opus  esU 
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I  really  have  a  respect  for  this  gentlemen  with  all  his 
faults,  nor  do  I  conceive  that  any  one  will  have  reason  to 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  this  declaration,  when  they  peruse 
Ids  article  attentively  to  which  1  have  alluded,  and  in  which 
he  has  spoken  of  my  work  in  the  abstract  with  the  greatest 
liberality.  But  I  know  these  remarks,  severe  as  they  are, 
will  be  beneficial  to  him  in  the  end.  He  knows  nothing  of 
astrology  beyond  the  astronomical  or  mere  mechanical  part, 
and  he  will  now  learn,  I  hope,  to  confine  himself  closer  to 
his  last ,  and  not  range  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  actual 
experience.  No  degree  of  learning,  however  extensive, 
can  qualify  its  possessor  to  dictate  on  points  which  he  has 
never  thoroughly  investigated,  and  that  he  is  not  master  of 
the  subject  is  evident  from  his  declining  to  insert  our  corres¬ 
pondence.  u  This  time  of  day”  and  all  times  are  equally 
proper  for  detecting  and  exposing  an  error,  and  the  learned 
Editor  would  have  coincided  fully  in  this  opinion  had  he 
found  himself  properly  qualified  for  such  an  undertaking. 
As  I  observed  before,  I  excuse  his  want  of  liberality  in 
refusing  to  insert  my  letter,  because  I  know  the  conflict 
between  candour  and  shame  must  have  been  a  severe  one, 
but  I  cannot  so  easily  excuse  the  Editors  of  two  other 
Magazines,  to  whom  I  sent  those  letters  for  insertion,  and 
who  had  no  such  motives  for  refusal.  But  these  literary 
wolves  are  not  fond  of  preying  upon  each  other.  The 
reason  assigned  by  one  of  them  was  that  they  had  given 
sufficient  chastisement  to  the  Monthly  Magazine  already, 
and  that  a  controversy  such  as  this  was  likely  to  produce 
would  only  again  encrease  the  number  of  its  readers.  This 
is  a  tolerable  fair  specimen  of  the  vox  et  proeterea  nihil ,  and 
had  it  been  given  to  me  instead  of  my  agent,  I  should  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  assuring  him  that,  with  all  his  little 
prejudices,  the  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine  or  his  work 
either,  has  as  little  to  apprehend  from  his  puny  efforts  as 
Astrology  has  to  fear  from  his. 

I  have  now  to  announce  a  much  higher  gratification,  in 
the  prospect  of  a  still  more  decisive  and  speedy  triumph  of 
truth  over  prejudice,  which  I  have  reason  to  anticipate 
in  the  numerous  applications  from  the  most  respectable 
libraries,  and  from  most  or  all  of  the  universities  in  the 
united  kingdom,  for  copies  of  the  Dictionary  of  Astrology, 
among  which  are  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  Advocates’ 
Library  at  Edinburgh,  Sion  College,  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  Trinity  College,  the  colleges  of  Glasgow, 
Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  &c.  &c.  This  is  as  it  should  be ; 
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for  although  no  more  real  discoveries  can  be  expected  frotn 
the  labour  of  these  learned  societies  than  from  those  of  ( 
any  corresponding  number  of  intelligent  individuals,  yet, 
amongst  mankind,  a  name  is  every  thing,  and  when  once 
the  Science  of  Astrology  is  known  to  be  sanctioned  at  the 
Universities  it  will  soon  become  popular  all  over  the  king¬ 
dom.  I  do  not  quote  this  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  mv 
Dictionary  (for  in  all  probability  they  sent  for  it  without 
knowing  what  it  contained),  but  as  a  proof  that  Truth  is 
every  where  extending  her  influence;  that  astrology  must 
have  been  for  some  time  past  a  favourite  study  in  these  seats 
of  learning;  and  that  they  were  anxious  to  acquire  every 
degree  of  information  that  could  assist  them  in  their  re¬ 
searches.  Thus,  if  it  be  my  wish,  (as  the  learned  Editor 
thinks),  “to  raise  this  exploded  art  once  more  among  the 
liberal  sciences,”  it  seems  likely  soon  to  be  gratified* 
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